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Dear New York Senators and Representatives,

Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs, Ranking Members, and members of House and Senate
Committees — we appreciate the opportunity to testify on S.5759 and A.6192, and the
importance of adopting legislation to protect people and local ecosystems from toxic sewage
sludge contaminated with, among other emerging contaminants of concern, per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).

Beyond Pesticides is a national, grassroots membership organization that represents
community-based organizations and a range of people seeking to improve protections from
pesticides and promote alternative pest management strategies that reduce or eliminate a
reliance on toxic pesticides. Our membership spans the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and
groups around the world. We are providing this testimony on behalf of our members and
supporters in the state of New York.

We urge the New York legislature, including the House and Senate Agriculture Committees and
Environmental Conservation Committees, to vote in favor of 5.5759 and A.6192 with
amendments. While it is significant that the proposed legislation recognizes the issue of PFAS
contamination and regulation in a holistic manner, we urge the Committee to place the burden
of responsibility on regulatory agencies to consider a broader approach in response to the
biodiversity and public health threats referenced in the bills. In an era of across-the-board
deregulation at the federal level on environmental protections, including the proposed
weakening of federal drinking water standards on PFAS such as delayed limits,' the onus is on
state leaders to ensure a more robust response to regulatory failures that exacerbate risks to
nontarget organisms and communities, as defined in the large body of peer-reviewed scientific
findings.

We urge that the following amendments be adopted to support alternative food production
systems that do not rely on toxic substances, as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
does not currently require consideration of nonchemical, organic, or sustainable alternatives to
pest management in promulgating the pesticide registration review process. In this context,
organic farming as defined under the Organic Foods Production Act (OFPA) and more broadly



applied to all land management, should be explicitly included in the statutory definition of
“alternative cropping systems.” Organic land management, as defined in OFPA, prohibits the
use of biosolids in its management system. The purpose and intent of this legislation, as we
understand it, is to create a higher standard of environmental protection. The need for
improved protection and a clear definition of alternatives is supported by this testimony, the
scientific literature, and findings of EPA deficiencies cited herein.

Therefore, we suggest the following:

1. A definition should be added for “alternative cropping systems” that includes the
following language: “land and agricultural management systems that promote
alternative practices and principles to synthetic inputs, including organic agriculture as
defined in the Organic Foods Production Act, as well as regenerative, agroecological,
biodynamic, and other forms of sustainable agriculture that incorporate the organic
definition in federal law.”

2. Add “including nonchemical alternative pest management practices and organic
farming” to Line 12 of Page 4.

3. Add “one member that represents the agricultural community, including farmers with
specific experience navigating PFAS contamination” to the makeup of the PFAS Task
Force to ensure that the farmers with lived experiences navigating this issue are
represented in future decision-making.

PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, often referred to as “forever chemicals”)
contamination of our bodies and ecosystems has long-term adverse health impacts, as made
evident in the latest scientific literature. In 2021, researchers at Brown University found that
gestational and childhood exposure to PFAS increases cardiometabolic risk, or the risk of heart
diseases and metabolic disorders, later in life.2 Past studies associate exposure to chemical
pollutants with increased susceptibility to adverse health effects during critical fetal and
childhood developmental periods. Some of these health effects are cardiometabolic risk
factors, including obesity, insulin issues, abnormal blood pressure, that increase the risk of
developing cardiovascular disease (CVD) and metabolic disorders (e.g., type 2 diabetes).3%>
PFAS contamination has also been linked to epigenetic effects,® liver injury,” and various
cancers, among other adverse health effects.

EPA has not taken a proactive or precautionary approach to addressing the issue of “forever
chemicals,” as evidenced in the scientific literature. In just one example, a team of researchers
based at Texas Tech and U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Cropping Systems Research
Laboratory in Texas, found alarmingly high levels of PFAS chemicals in commonly used
pesticides,? calling into question assurances from EPA that contamination is limited to storage
containers.® For some pesticides, PFAS levels were found to be nearly one billion times higher
than the EPA’s (at the time) recently updated Health Advisory for the PFAS chemical

PFOS. Farmers are one group facing the brunt of exposure, with Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) filing a lawsuit against the EPA in June 2024 on behalf of a
group of ranchers and farmers in Texas harmed by biosolids.® This is just the tip of the iceberg



on the failure of the federal government to adequately regulate and prevent PFAS
contamination at the source.

In summation, we urge passage of S.5759 and A.6192 with the incorporation of our proposed
amendments. With the adoption of these changes to the bills, we urge the New York legislature
to take action to eliminate the need for toxic substances such as PFAS-contaminated sewage
sludge, which can be replaced by practices and materials compatible with the environment and
public safety.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments, and please do not hesitate to reach out if
you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jay Feldman, Executive Director
Max Sano, Senior Policy & Coalitions Associate
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